St Andrew’s Stepping Stones Playgroup
Policy for special educational needs
Our endeavour is to provide an environment in which all children are welcomed and supported to reach their full potential.
Aim
· include all children in our setting
· identify the specific needs of children and meet those needs through a range of strategies
· work in partnership with parents and other agencies in meeting individual children’s needs
· provide practitioners and resources to support parents and children with special educational needs(S.E.N)
· monitor and review our practice and provision and , if necessary, make adjustments
Methods

We have regard for the DfES special educational needs policy 2002

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO)
We designate a member of staff to be the Special Educational Needs 
Co-ordinator (SENCO). The SENCO for our setting is LEONE BROWN.
The SENCO works with other members of staff to implement the special educational needs policy, liase with parents and other professionals, to make observations and keep appropriate records and support staff development.
Admission Arrangements
Through our inclusive admissions policy our aim is to ensure equality of access and opportunity to all children. Please also refer to our playgroup’s admission and equal opportunities policies.
Prior to a child with special educational needs (S.E.N) starting at playgroup we would wish to liase with parents and other professionals involved with that child.
Partnership with parents
We value the role of parents as a child’s foremost educator and caregiver and value the knowledge they bring to the setting. 
We aim to work closely with parents to create and maintain a positive partnership. 
We ensure parents are consulted at all stages of assessment, planning provision and review of their child’s education.
We can provide parents with information and sources of advice and support.
Facilities, staffing and training
Where possible we ensure our physical environment is suitable for all children. We have two rooms which are both on ground level and have level access to a large outdoor play area.
We work within statutory staff to child ratios and ensure a good level of qualified adult support. 
We aim to meet children’s individual needs by operating a key worker system.
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator has relevant up to date training and knowledge. Through sharing this knowledge and by providing in-service training our aim is to ensure the provision of special educational needs is the responsibility of all members of the setting.
Curriculum resources and the learning environment
We aim to provide an environment that encourages learning, confidence and independence.
When planning the curriculum our aim is that all children have access to the Early Years Foundation Stage.
We provide a differentiated curriculum to meet children’s individual needs and abilities.
If a child’s individual needs require resources not available at the playgroup we will endeavour to acquire these on loan or by seeking additional funding.
Where possible support will take place within the context of the normal group activities.
Identification and assessment
We routinely observe and assess all children in our setting.
We understand the importance of early identification of special educational need.
We work in accordance with the DfES special educational needs code of practice 2002. 
We use the graduated response system for identifying, assessing and responding to children’s special educational needs. 
We use a system of planning, monitoring and reviewing. Children identified with a special educational need will have an Individual Care Plan (I.C.P). This will be set up in consultation with the child’s parents, key worker, the setting S.E.N.C.O. and other professionals as required. The I.C.P  will be monitored and reviewed.
We will seek and take into account the views of the child in their own assessment appropriate to their level of ability.
We use a system of keeping records of assessment, planning for provision and review for children with special educational needs. These records are kept confidentially. We will consult with parents as to who will have access to these records.
Links with support services and other agencies
We are committed to successful partnerships with other agencies i.e. Early years specialist support teachers, speech and language therapists, occupational therapists. Where necessary we will seek help from or liase with other appropriate professionals. 
No referrals will be made or records transferred without consultation with the child’s parents.
Monitoring the policy
We ensure the effectiveness of our special educational needs policy by collecting information from a range of sources e.g.  I.C.P reviews
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Complaints
The policy is monitored and reviewed by the playgroup committee annually or in response to changes in legislation or the setting.
