
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playgroup 

Prospectus 



 
 
 
 

 
Á To provide a safe and friendly atmosphere 

where children learn and have fun 
Á To welcome all children and their families 
Á To work in partnership with parents and 

carers 
 

 
 

We believe that young children 
learn best through play. 
 
 
When playing children learn at their 
highest level. 
  
Playing with others is important for ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ social and emotional 
development. 
 
Through play children explore and develop learning experiences, which help 
them make sense of the world.  
 
They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and 
understand the need for rules.  
 
They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well 
as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve 
problems.  
 

Aims 



 
 

Session times 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  

9.15 am to 12.15am  
Term Time 

 
 

 
 

The group meets at 
 3ÔȢ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ (ÁÌÌÓȟ 
School Hill, Histon.  
CB24 9JE. 
 

 
 

 
Telephone: 07982 219754 
 
Email: standrewssteppingstones@googlemail.com 
 
 
 

General information 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Staff 

 

Leader  

Caroline Brett - N.N.E.B 

 

Deputy 

Sandra Nunn ɀ CCLD Level 3 

 

Assistants 

Leone Brown - CCLD Level 3 

Joanne Boswell - CCLD Level 2 
 

 



Fees 
Academic Year 2011 -2012 fees will be £9.30 per 
playgroup session. 
 
Playgroup fees are paid half termly in advance. Fees are 
still payable if a child is registered but unable to attend 
for any day. 
 

Funding 
Thanks to government funding all children are entitled 
to a free place from the beginning of the term after 
they turn three years old.   
(e.g. if a child has their 3rd birthday in October, they will 
have a free place from the following January).   
 
At the appropriate time the playgroup leader will supply 
you with a short form to complete which enables us to 
obtain the funding. 
 
This funding can be split between two different 
childcare settings.  
 
At Stepping Stones we are only able to accept funding 
for blocks of 3 hours. 



 
 
 
 

 

Children can start playgroup from the age of two years four 
months, dependant on the availability of space and the 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÈÁÐÐÉÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most children move on to Histon Early Years Centre in the 
September after they turn three but children can remain with 
us until the July after their fourth birthday. 

 

We operate a rolling intake throughout the year. Children's 
names are placed on our waiting list and then we will contact 
ÙÏÕ ÎÅÁÒÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÄÁÔÅ to inform you which 
sessions are available and to offer a place if possible. 

If you would like your ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ to be placed on our 
waiting list please fill out a registration form available at 
either of our toddler sessions or contact our Playgroup leader 
via email: standrewssteppingstones@googlemail.com or on 
017982 219754. 

Registration 



Settling- in 
 

We understand that the settling in period is important for 

both children and parents.  This will take longer for some 

children than others and parents should not feel worried if 

their child takes a while to settle.  

Children cannot play or learn if they are anxious and tense 
and each child has different needs. To ensure that starting 
playgroup is a positive experience and children leave feeling 
happy and secure we work with parents to achieve the best 
plan for settling their child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some children may need their parent to remain with them for 
the first few sessions until they become familiar with the 
setting or for their parent to leave them for short periods of 
time which can be slowly built on, extending the time they 
stay each time, until they are ready to stay for a whole session 
without them. 
 



Snacks 
 

Our snack each morning usually consists of milk or water to 
drink and a choice from a variety of different foods.  
 
Some sample menus are: 

o Humus, pitta bread and red pepper.  
o Oatcakes, cream cheese, raisins and cucumber.   
o Cheese cubes, apple and grapes. 

 
 

 
Snack is a provided on a rolling basis but is also a social time 
as children sit with their friends and adults to eat their food. 
 
The snack menu changes each week and is displayed on our 
notice board. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

All childcare settings follow The Early Years Foundation 

Stage. It is based on four themes and their principles, these 

are: 

1) A unique child ɀ Every child is a competent learner from 
birth who can be resilient, capable confident and self 
assured. 4ÈÉÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȟ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
development, understanding that children develop in 
different ways and at different rates, equality of access to 
the curriculum for all children and keeping children safe 
and protected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2) Positive relationships ɀ Children learn to be strong and 

independent from a base of loving and secure relationships 
with parents and/or a key person. This includes working in 
partnership with parents, the role of the key person and 
having trained, knowledgeable adults who support 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȢ 

Play and Learning 



 
3) Enabling environments ɀ The environment plays a key role 
ÉÎ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅØÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
learning. This includes the routine observation and 
assessment of children, creating a stimulating and well 
resourced environment, the importance of playing 
outside and being part of the wider community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4) Learning and development ɀ Children develop and learn in 
different ways and at different rates and all areas of 
Learning and Development are equally important and inter-
connected. 4ÈÉÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÖÁÌÕÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÁÙȟ 
allowing children the freedom to move equipment and 
experiment with resources, such as pressing cars or Lego 
bricks into play dough or combining the sand and water. 
This theme also includes the six areas of learning and 
development that children need to work towards the 
%ÁÒÌÙ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 'ÏÁÌÓ ɉ%,'ȭÓɊȢ The %,'ȭÓ state what it is 
expected children will know and be able to do by the end 
of their reception year at school. 

 

 



A Morning at Playgroup 

We offer a free flow session which means children choose 

from a variety of activities including creative and sensory play, 

construction toys, sand and water, active play, role play and 

decide whether they want to play indoors or out. Members of 

staff then jÏÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÏ ÅØÔÅÎÄ 

their knowledge and understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are also encouraged to take part in some small 

group activities such as listening games, music sessions, 

singing and dance and planting.  

During the morning the children are offered a snack and we 

all come together at the end for a group story time.  

Once a week Tim Blake Childrenȭs Minister from St. Andrewȭs 

Church, Histon come to share Bible stories and Christian 

songs with the children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Equality and Diversity 

We are committed to providing equality of 

opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice for 

all children and their families.  

Our Equality named co-ordinator for the 

playgroup is Caroline Brett.  

 

Special Educational Needs 
Our aim is to provide an environment in which all children are 

welcomed and supported to reach their full potential. 

Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator is Leone Brown. 

If there is any aspect of your ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÃÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ you feel would be 

beneficial to discuss with us before your child starts at 

playgroup or you have any concerns about any area of your 

ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÔÏ ,ÅÏÎÅ 

or Caroline in complete confidence.  

 

Child Protection 

We aim to work with children, parents and the 

community to ensure the safety of children and to 

give them the very best start in life. 

We are committed to building a 'culture of safety' in 
which children are protected from abuse and harm in 
all areas of our provision.  

Sandra Nunn is our designated member of staff for 

child protection 



Playgroup Management 
 

The playgroup is managed by a committee of volunteers who 

are elected at the AGM which takes place in September and is 

open to all parents. 

There is a constitution to guide the committee, which is 

available for anyone who would like to read it.  

The committee is closely involved in the day to day running of 

the play group including 

¶ Managing the groups finances and arranging fund raising 

events 

¶ Employing and managing staff 

¶ Ensuring the playgroup has and is working within policies 

to provide a high quality service  

 

 

If you would like to know more about being 

involved in the running of the playgroup 

whether by being on the committee or by 

supporting events please speak to a committee 

member or the playgroup leader. 
 



 

Other groups run by St. Andrews Stepping 

Stones. 

Baby Club 
From birth ɀ Tuesdays 10.30am ɀ 12 noon 

Baby club is open to all parents and carers with babies up 
until they are walking when they move onto toddler 
group.  
  
In a relaxed and welcoming environment, baby toys are 
available to stimulate babies from their first week up until 
their first birthday. 
  
Enjoy a drink and a biscuit and benefit from the company 
of other parents sharing the same experiences.  
  
The morning ends with singing which every baby loves. 
  
This is a drop-in session and runs through term time and 
some school holidays. No pre-booking is required just 
come along. 
 



 

Toddler Club 
Under 5's 

Tuesdays and Fridays from 9:30am until 11:30am 

Cost - £3.00 per family  

Open to all children under 5 years of age with their 
parents or carers, this group offers the perfect follow on 
to baby club.  

A variety of different activities are on offer including sand, 
water play, puzzles, dressing up, books and singing, all 
encouraging your child's social skills and helping to 
develop their independence.  

A particular benefit is the all weather outdoor play area 
with playhouse, slide, climbing frame and array of ride-
ons.  

Children are provided with a drink and a snack and there 
are refreshments for adults too!  

This is a drop-in session and runs throughout term time 
and some school holidays. No pre-booking is required 

.  
  
The morning ends with singing which every baby loves. 
  
This is a drop-in session and runs through term time and 



 

 
 

A few comments from our 

latest Ofsted inspection 
 

Children are happy and busy 

in this free-flow play 

environment. They enjoy 

good relationships with staff 

and each other." 

Parents speak warmly about 

the setting. They comment 

particularly on how friendly 

and approachable the staff 

are.  

Children make their own 

choices about where they 

play and which activity 

pleases them most. They 

explore their surroundings 

with curiosity and become 

active, inquisitive learners 


