


ATo provide a safe and friendly atmosphere
where children learn and have fun

ATowelcome all children and their families

ATo work in partnership with parents and
carers

We believe thatyoung children
learn best through play.

Whenplaying children learn at their
highest level.

Playing with othessis important forA E E | Ad&giland €notional
development.

Through play children explore and develop learning experiences, which help
them make sense of the world.

They pratise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and
understand the need for rules.

They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well
as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve
problems.



Session times
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
9.15 amto 12.15am
TermTime

= The group meetsat

Ll 308 1T AOAx6C
School Hill, Histon.

CB24 9JE.

Telephone:07982 219754

Email: standrewssteppingstones@googlemail.com






Academic Year 201201 Zees willbe £.30per
playgroup session.

Playgroup fees are paid half termly in advance. Fees are
still payable ifachild is registered but unable to attend
for any day.

Thanks to governmentunding all children are entitled
to a free place from the beginning of the ternafter
they turn three years old.

(e.g. ifachild has their & birthday in October, they will
have a free place from the following January).

At the appropriate time theplaygroup leader will supply
you with a short form to complete which enables us to
obtain the funding.

This funding can be split between two different
childcare settings.

At Stepping Stones we are only able to accept funding
for blocks of 3 hous.



Children can start playgroup from the age of two years four
months, dependant on the availability of space and the
ET AEOEAOAI AEEI A6O OAAAETI AOO

Most children move on to Histon Early Years Centre in the
September afterthey turn three but children can remain with
us until the July after their fourth birthday.

We operate a rolling intake throughout the year. Children's
names are placed on our waiting list anthen we will contact

Uir 0 T AAOAO UI OO toAirféirh AduQuhicd O /
sessions are available and to offer a place if possible

If youwould like your A E E | A 6t@be plakdd An our

waiting list please fill out a registration form available at

either of our toddler sessions or contact our Playgroup leader
viaemail standrewssteppingstones@googlemail.conor on
017982 219754.



Settling In

We understand that the settling in period is important for
both childrenand parents. This will take longer for some
children than others andoarents should not feel worriedif
their child takes a while to settle.

Children cannot play or learn if they are anxious and tense
and each child has different needs. To ensure that starting
playgroup is a positive experience and chrieh leave feeling
happy andsecurewe work with parents to achieve the best
plan for settling their child.

Somechildren may needtheir parent to remain with them for
the first few sessions until they become familiar with the
setting or for their parent to leave them for short periods of
time which can be slowly built on, extending the time they
stay each time, until they are ready to stay for a whole session
without them.



Our snack each morning usually consists of milk or water to
drink and a choice from a variety of different foosl

Some sample menus are:
o Humus, pitta bread and red pepper.
o Oatcakes, cream cheese, raisins and cucumber.
o0 Cheese cubes, apple and grapes.

Snack is a provided on a rolling basis but is also a social time
as children sit with their friends and adtg to eat their food.

Thesnackmenuchanges each week an displayed on our
notice board.



All childcare settings follow The Early Years Foundation
Stage. Itis based on four themes and their principles,hese

are.

1)A unique childz Every childd a competent learner from
birth who can be resilient, capable confident and self
assured.4 EEO EI Al OAAO AEEI AOAI
development, understanding that children develop in
different ways and at different rates, equality of access to
the curriculum for all children and keeping children safe

and protected.

2)Positive relationships z Children learn to be strong and
iIndependent from a base of loving and secure relationship:
with parents and/or a key persoifhis includes working in
partnership with parents, the role of the key person and
having trained, knowledgeable adults who support
AEEI AOAT 60 1 AAOT ET C8



3)Enabling environmentsz The environment plays a key role
EIT OOPDPI OOET C AT A AgOAT AEI
learning. This incluegks the routine observation and
assessment of children, creating a stimulating and well
resourced environment, the importance of playing
outside and being part of the wider community.

4)Learning and developmentz Children develop and learn in
different ways and at different rates and all areas of
Learning and Development are equally important and mter
connected. 4 EEO EIT Al OAAO OAI OEI
allowing children the freedom to move equipment and
experiment with resources, such as pressimgars or Lego
bricks into play dough or combining the sand and water.
This theme also includes the six areas of learning and
development that children need to work towards the
%AOI U , AAOT ET The %, ' Adh@®what % ,is' &
expected children willknow and be able to do by the end
of their reception year at school.



A Morning at Haygroup

We offer a free flow session which means children choose
from a variety ofactivitiesincluding creative andsensoryplay,
construction toys, sand and water, active playrole playand
decidewhether they want to play indoors or out.Members of
staffthenjil ET xEOE OEA AEEI AOAT 60
their knowledge and understanding.

The children are also encouraged to take part in some small
group activities such as listening games, music sessions,
singing and dancend planting.

During themorning the children are offered a snack and we
all come together at the end for a group story time.

Once a week Tim Blake ChildreanMinister from St. Andrevs
Church, Histon come to share Bible stories afuhristian
songs with the children.



/Equality and Diversity \

We are committed to providing equality of
opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice for
all children and their families.

Our Equality named cardinator for the
laygroup is Caroline Brett.

\

/

Special Educational Needs

Our aim is to provide an environment in which all children are

welcomed and supported to reach their full potential.

Our Special Educational Needs ©adinator is Leone Brown.

If there is anyaspect ofyour AE E1 A 6 OyolkfdeDnvbuldbE /

beneficial to discuss with us beforgour child starts at

playgroup oryou have any concerns about any area gbur
AEEI A6O0 AAOGAT T Pi AT O Pl AAOA

or Caroline in complete conflence.

.

ﬁhild Protection

give them the very best start in life.

We aim to work with children, parents and the
community to ensure the safety of children and to

~

o

We arecommitted to building a 'culture of safety' in
which children are protected from abus@nd harm in
all areas of oumprovision.

Sandra Nunn is our designated member of staff for

child protection /




Playgroup Management

The playgroup is managed by a committee of volunteango
are elected at the AGM which takes place in Septembandis
open to all parents

There isa constitution to guide the committee, which is
available for anyone who would like to read it.

The committee is closely involved in the day to day running of
the play group including

1 Managing the groups finances and arraging fund raising
events

1 Employing and managing staff

1 Ensuring the playgroughas and is working within policies
to provide a high quality service




Other groups run by St. Andrews Stepping
Stones




Toddler Club

Under 5's
Tuesdays and Fridays from 9:30am until 11:30am
Cost-£3.00per family

Open to all children under 5 years of age with their
parents or carers, this group offers the perfect follow on
to baby club.

A variety of different activities are on offer including sand
water play, puzzles, dressing up, books and singing, all
encouragng your child's social skills and helping to
develop their independence.

A particular benefit is the all weather outdoor play area
with playhouse, slide, climbing frame and array of ride
ons.

Children are provided with a drink and a snack and there
are refreshments for adults too!

This is a dropn session and runs throughout term time
and some school holidays. No p#gooking is required



Parents speak warmly about
the setting. They comment
particularly on how friendly
and approachable the staff
are.



